ADDRESS TO THE UNITED NATIONS
delivered by John F. Kennedy, on September 22, 1963

… But man does not live by bread alone, and members of this organization are
committed by the Charter to promote and respect human rights. Those rights are
not respected when a Buddhist priest is driven from his pagoda, when a synagogue
is shut down, when a Protestant church cannot open a mission, when a cardinal is
forced into hiding, or when a crowded church is bombed. The United States of
America is opposed to discrimination and persecution on grounds of race and
religion anywhere in the world, including our own nation. We are working to right
the wrongs of our own country.
Through legislation and administrative action, through moral and legal
commitment, this government has launched a determined effort to rid our nation
of discrimination which has existed too long -- in education, in housing, in
transportation, in employment, in the Civil Service, in recreation and in places of
public accommodation. And therefore, in this or any other forum, we do not
hesitate to condemn racial or religious injustice, whether committed or permitted
by friend or foe.
I know that some of you have experienced discrimination in this country. But I ask
you to believe me when I tell you that this is not the wish of most Americans, that
we share your regret and resentment, and that we intend to end such practices for
all time to come, not only for our visitors but for our own citizens as well.
I hope not only that our nation but all other multiracial societies will meet these
standards of fairness and justice. We are opposed to apartheid and all forms of
human oppression. We do not advocate the rights of black Africans in order to
drive out white Africans. Our concern is the right of all men to equal protection
under the law; and since human rights are indivisible, this body cannot stand aside
when those rights are abused and neglected by any member state.
New efforts are needed if this Assembly's Declaration of Human Rights, now fifteen
years old, is to have full meaning. And new means should be found for promoting
the free expression and trade of ideas, through travel and communication, and
through increased exchanges of people and books and broadcasts. For as the world
renounces the competition of weapons, competition of ideas must flourish, and
that competition must be as full and fair as possible …
Two years ago I told this body that the United States had proposed, and was willing
to sign, a limited test-ban treaty. Today that treaty has been signed. It will not put
an end to war. It will not remove basic conflicts. It will not secure freedom for all.
But it can be a lever; and Archimedes, in explaining the principles of the lever, was
said to have declared to his friends: "Give me a place where I can stand, and I shall
move the world."

My fellow inhabitants of this planet, let us take our stand here in this Assembly of
Nations. And let us see if we, in our own time, can move the world to a just and
lasting peace.

