THE IRON CURTAIN

delivered by Winston Churchill, on March 5, 1946

A shadow has fallen upon the scenes so lately lighted by the Allied victory. Nobody
knows what Soviet Russia and its Communist international organization intends to
do in the immediate future, or what are the limits, if any, to their expansive and
proselytizing tendencies. I have a strong admiration and regard for the valiant
Russian people and for my wartime comrade, Marshal Stalin. There is deep
sympathy and good will in Britain -- and I doubt not here also -- toward the peoples
of all the Russias and a resolve to persevere through many differences and rebuffs
in establishing lasting friendships. We understand the Russian need to be secure
on her western frontiers by the removal of all possibility of German aggression. We
welcome Russia to her rightful place among the leading nations of the world. We
welcome her flag upon the seas. Above all, we welcome constant, frequent, and
growing contacts between the Russian people and our own people on both sides of
the Atlantic. It is my duty, however, for I am sure you would wish me to state the
facts as I see them to you, to place before you certain facts about the present
position in Europe.
From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended
across the Continent. Behind that line lie all the capitals of the ancient states of
central and eastern Europe. Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade,
Bucharest, and Sofia, all these famous cities and the populations around them lie in
what I must call the Soviet sphere, and all are subject in one form or another, not
only to Soviet influence, but to a very high and, in many cases, increasing measure
of control from Moscow. Athens alone -- Greece with its immortal glories -- is free
to decide its future at an election under British, American, and French observation.
The Russian-dominated Polish government has been encouraged to made
enormous and wrongful inroads upon Germany, and mass expulsions of millions of
Germans on a scale grievous and undreamed of are now taking place. The
Communist parties, which were very small in all these eastern states of Europe,
have been raised to pre-eminence and power far beyond their numbers and are
seeking everywhere to obtain totalitarian control. Police governments are
prevailing in nearly every case, and so far, except in Czechoslovakia, there is no true
democracy …
I have felt bound to portray the shadow which, alike in the west and in the east,
falls upon the world. I was a high minister at the time of the Versailles Treaty and a
close friend of Mr. Lloyd George, who was the head of the British delegation at
Versailles. I did not myself agree with many things that were done, but I have a
very strong impression in my mind of that situation, and I find it painful to contrast
it with that which prevails now. In those days there were high hopes and
unbounded confidence that the wars were over, and that the League of Nations

would become all-powerful. I do not see or feel that same confidence or even the
same hope in the haggard world at the present time …
From what I have seen of our Russian friends and Allies during the war, I am
convinced that there is nothing they admire so much as strength, and there is
nothing for which they have less respect than for weakness, especially military
weakness. For that reason the old doctrine of a balance of power is unsound. We
cannot afford, if we can help it, to work on narrow margins, offering temptations to
a trial of strength. If the Western democracies stand together in strict adherence to
the principles of the United Nations Charter, their influence for furthering those
principles will be immense and no one is likely to molest them. If, however, they
become divided or falter in their duty and if these all-important years are allowed
to slip away, then indeed catastrophe may overwhelm us al.
Last time I saw it all coming and cried aloud to my own fellow countrymen and to
the world, but no one paid any attention. Up till the year 1933 or even 1935,
Germany might have been saved from the awful fate which has overtaken her and
we might all have been spared the miseries Hitler let loose upon mankind. There
never was a war in all history easier to prevent by timely action than the one which
has just desolated such great areas of the globe. It could have been prevented, in
my belief, without the firing of a single shot, and Germany might be powerful,
prosperous, and honored today; but no one would listen, and one by one we were
all sucked into the awful whirlpool. We surely must not let that happen again. This
can only be achieved by reaching now, in 1946, a good understanding on all points
with Russia under the general authority of the United Nations Organization and by
the maintenance of that good understanding through many peaceful years, by the
world instrument, supported by the whole strength of the English-speaking world
and all its connections. There is the solution which I respectfully offer to you in
this address, to which I have given the title "The Sinews of Peace."
Let no man underrate the abiding power of the British Empire and Commonwealth.
Because you see the forty-six millions in our island harassed about their food
supply, of which they only grow one half, even in wartime, or because we have
difficulty in restarting our industries and export trade after six years of passionate
war effort, do not suppose that we shall not come through these dark years of
privation as we have come through the glorious years of agony, or that half a
century from now, you will not see seventy or eighty millions of Britons spread
about the world and united in defense of our traditions, our way of life, and of the
world causes which you and we espouse. If the population of the English-speaking
Commonwealths be added to that of the United States, with all that such cooperation implies in the air, on the sea, all over the globe, and in science and
industry, and in moral force, there will be no quivering, precarious balance of
power to offer its temptation to ambition or adventure. On the contrary, there will
be an overwhelming assurance of security. If we adhere faithfully to the Charter of

the United Nations and walk forward in sedate and sober strength, seeking no one's
land or treasure, seeking to lay no arbitrary control upon the thoughts of men; if all
British moral and material forces and convictions are joined with your own in
fraternal association, the highroads of the future will be clear, not only for us, but
for all, not only for our time, but for a century to come.

